
  

 

Expanding Horizons 

 

Greater Fredericton Airport Authority 

2006 Annual Report 



2 

 



 

  

  Message from the Chairman & 
Chief Executive Officer 

  2006 Year in Review 
  Management & Staff 
  Board of Directors 
  Financial Statements 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

The Greater Fredericton Airport Authority’s mission is to provide a safe, 
efficient and customer-focused airport to serve the social, business,  
government and military needs of Southern and Western New Brunswick. 

We are guided by our commitment to operate as a business partner with 
the community of the Greater Fredericton region and to be a custodian of 
public trust. 
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To our stakeholders: 

The Greater Fredericton Airport Authority (GFAA) experienced a very solid and productive 
year in 2006.   

Passenger traffic grew by an impressive 7 per cent in 2006, with over 240,000 passengers us-
ing our airport facilities. Passenger traffic growth in 2006 reflects our airport’s trend of consis-
tent growth in recent years. Since 2003, passenger traffic grew by 25 per cent.  

In the spring of 2006, we introduced winter vacation travel when Transat launched its service 
from mid-March to early May between Fredericton and Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic. 
The region’s air travellers responded well to the new service and Transat described Fredericton 
as “the best new market that we have seen in years”. 

With the completion of the construction of the Multi-use Pavilion in early 2006, we were able 
process returning sun destination passengers in the new facility.   

This past year saw a renewed emphasis on the operational aspects of the Greater Fredericton 
Airport Authority.  Initiatives related to the development of enhanced operational methods and 
processes included maintenance management systems and safety management systems.  Sev-
eral initiatives related to staffing were also made, the most significant being the implementa-
tion of the Airport Operations Specialist at the Fredericton International Airport. 

Our military community at CFB Gagetown made increased use of our facilities in 2006.  Mili-
tary aircraft are now a common sight at the Fredericton International Airport and in 2006 the 
Pavilion proved essential for many troop movements. 

The Greater Fredericton Airport Authority benefits from a strong sense of mission by the 
Board of Directors, as well as the management and staff.  All recognize that the airport is es-
sential to the social and economic life of New Brunswick and vital to our community’s exis-
tence.  The whole organization – from the Board to staff, tenants and contractors – is highly 
motivated to see the Fredericton International Airport meet the diverse needs of our people, 
our businesses and our military.   

Not only does the airport facilitate passenger service to the United States and Canada to further 

Message from the Chairman & the CEO 

Since 2003, passenger traffic has increased 25 %. 
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business pursuits, the airport stokes tourism initiatives in Fredericton and elsewhere in the re-
gion.  In short, it helps keep our renowned engineers, IT professionals, academics and our mili-
tary neighbours in CFB Gagetown connected to the rest of the country while connecting our 
provincial capital with other government bodies in the country. 

As we end our 2006 fiscal year, we are proud of our achievements.  Our airport is on track to 
enhance our commitment to the social, governmental, business and military needs of Southern 
and Western New Brunswick. 

It has been gratifying to reap the reward of steady passenger growth, see the consistent im-
provements to our airport and recognize the on-going efforts to grow our business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Lyle Smith 

Chairman of the Board 
David Innes, P. Eng. 

Chief Executive Officer 

At the end of 2006, Lyle Smith stepped down as Chairman of the Board of the Greater Frederic-
ton Airport Authority Inc.  Lyle has been a member of the Board since 1998 and Chairman of 
the Board since the Federal Government transferred the facilities on May 1, 2001.  Lyle has 
provided leadership to the GFAA through very crucial and often difficult transitional years. 

Chairman Steps Down 

A note from Lyle Smith: 

“It has been a privilege to fill the role of Chairman of the Board for the Greater Fredericton 
Airport Authority since the facility was transferred from Transport Canada.  As 2006 drew to a 
close, I elected to step-down as chairman after what has been an exciting period of rejuvena-
tion and growth for our facility.  It is an honour to remain on the Board as a director.” 
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Overview 
This past year marked another period of growth for the Greater Fredericton Airport Authority 
Inc. (GFAA). Passenger traffic increased for the third year in a row and passengers were con-
sistently satisfied with their experiences at the Fredericton International Airport. The airport 
facilities saw increased visits from military, business, commercial, and general aviation traffic. 
Airport facilities easily accommodated the increased air and passenger traffic thanks to the 
completion of over $30 million in expansion and modernization projects since 2001.  

The Fredericton International Airport is now a modern, efficient and welcoming facility that 
can accommodate continued growth of passenger, military and business traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operations 
The Fredericton International Airport hosted a total of 20,498 commercial, military, business 
and general aviation aircraft in 2006. 

Managing airfield, groundside and terminal facilities to accommodate that traffic volume is an 
important task requiring not only attention to routine detail, but requiring a long-term view of 
demands on the airport’s infrastructure. 

In line with its long term plan, the GFAA achieved several critical objectives in 2006. Progress 
was made to finalize the attainment of physical, geometric and registration standards as speci-
fied by the International Civil Aviation Organization to meet international airport status.  

2006 Year in Review 

92% of passengers surveyed rated their Fredericton 
Airport experience as satisfactory or very 

satisfactory 

Ongoing improvements to airfield, groundside and ter-
minal management help the Fredericton International 
Airport maintain continued growth 
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The GFAA negotiated the purchase of the 5,000 square foot Air Canada hangar and contracted 
the airport’s conversion to cleaner burning, more efficient natural gas heat. 

Safety remains a top priority for airport staff and management, as well as tenants. The Freder-
icton International Airport became a regional leader in airfield safety monitoring when it 
launched its mobile runway inspection tool to identify and record airfield conditions.  Major 
emergency training simulations through the year, conducted with the cooperation of multiple 
participants, demonstrated the airport’s emergency management capabilities.  

 
Capital Projects 
This past year saw the completion of the remaining major capital upgrades from 2005, as well 
as significant investment in on-going facilities maintenance. The GFAA remains committed to 
providing passengers, tenants, and other airport users with first-class facilities that reflect the 
airport’s progressive business approach. 

The GFAA’s capital expenditures in 2006 were $1.574 million, with investments in the fol-
lowing capital projects: 

  Completion of the Multi-use Pavilion building 

  Completion of interior Terminal renovations 

  Roof replacement on Combined Services 
Building 

  Runway maintenance 

  Parking lot upgrades 

  Runway inspection tool purchase 

  Tractor replacement 

There were no goods, services and construction contracts under $75,000 awarded on the basis 
of a public competitive tendering process. 

With a 7% increase in 2006, passenger volumes have 
risen 25% in three years. 

2006 Year in Review 

Terminal renova-
tions were com-
pleted in 2006, 
resulting in a 
newer, modern 
passenger service 
area. 
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2006 Year in Review 

The Fredericton International Airport is essential to 
the social and economic life of New Brunswick 

Air Service and Traffic 
The GFAA once again saw record passenger traffic in 2006, with 244,182 passengers using the 
airport facilities. This new benchmark denotes a 7 per cent increase over 2005 traffic and a 25 
per cent increase over a three year period. Air Canada Jazz service to Toronto, Montreal and 
Halifax continued to grow steadily over 2006 and Delta Air Lines continued to provide the 
province’s only daily direct service to Boston.  

The GFAA welcomed two more air service providers with the highly successful launch of 
Transat Vacation’s winter flights to Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic and the announcement 
of Sunwing’s planned 2007 service to Holguin, Cuba.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military Operations 
Canadian Forces Base Gagetown – the largest army training base in the country – neighbours 
the Fredericton International Airport and Canadian Forces personnel are a significant compo-
nent of air passenger traffic at the airport.  Additionally, military aircraft are common users of 
the Fredericton International Airport, as well as all manner of military aircraft operations. 

The new 8,500 square foot Pavilion, completed in 2006, is viewed as a key asset for Depart-
ment of National Defence operations at Fredericton. 
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2006 Year in Review 

In 2006, Transat Vacations launched its highly 
successful winter service to Puerto Plata, 

Dominican Republic 

Board Fees 
Compensation for the GFAA Board of Directors and the Chief Executive Officer totaled 
$160,667.69 in 2006.  

The following are the compensation schedules for the GFAA Board of Directors: 

  Annual fee payable to the Chair:  $3,500 

  Annual fee payable to the Vice Chair:  $2,500 

  Annual fee payable to the Secretary:  $2,500 

  Annual fee payable to Directors:  $2,000 

  Board and Committee Chairmen receive $125 per meeting attended 

  Directors receive $100 per meeting attended  
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GFAA Management & Staff 

The GFAA has many advantages— none better than 
the dedication of our staff who share the day-to-day 

task of achieving our mission and success. 

 

David Innes President & Chief Executive Officer 

Andrew Leeming Director of Operations 

Meredith Boyle Treasurer & Finance Manager 

Colin Fisher Public Relations & Marketing Manager 

Natasha Morehouse Human Resources & Administration Manager 

Dorothy Carruthers Administrative Assistant 

Faye Downing Finance Clerk 

William Carr Mobile & Surface Structure Officer 

Charles Randall Airfield Maintenance Specialist Supervisor 

Murray Wilson Airfield Maintenance Specialist Supervisor 

Dale Nason Airfield Maintenance Specialist 

Tommy Kilpatrick Airfield Maintenance Specialist 

Ron Henry Airport Building Maintenance 

Phillip Hoyt Mechanic 

Mitchell Rogers Airport Electrical Maintenance 

Michael Ripley Safety & Security Officer 

Hayward Carroll Firefighter 

Malcolm Gilbert Firefighter 

Alvin Nason Firefighter 

Anthony Cooper Airport Operations Specialist 

Martin Richard Airport Operations Specialist 

Todd Hickey Airport Operations Specialist 

Randy Munn Airport Operations Specialist 

Richard Ward Winter Airfield Maintenance Specialist (Seasonal) 

Tom Dalton Winter Airfield Maintenance Specialist (Seasonal) 

Bill Keys Winter Airfield Maintenance Specialist (Seasonal) 
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GFAA Board of Directors 

“The best new market we have seen in years.” 

 

 

Lyle Smith Chairman 

Pat Bird Vice Chair 

Randall Haslett Secretary 

Norah Mallory Director 

Michael Ircha Director 

Jerome House Director 

Jeffery Toner Director 

Richard McGuigan Director 

Larry Guitard Director 

Mardi Thornton Director (retired September 1, 2006) 

Ernest McLean Director (retired September 1, 2006) 
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Financial Statements 
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